Abstract
Introduction
.
In summary then, we can attempt to characterize the data as illustrated in Figure  5 . It should be noted again that the characterization comes from the above analysis, which concerned itself with the behavior of a particular model, the plate model.
The success with which the data can, in fact, be characterized in the fashion illustrated, and the agreement between independent estimates of the same numbers, provides a test of the model. By plotting the data in these different ways we can try to evaluate the constants illustrated in Figure 5 . The principal ones are listed and defined in The value of c6, the asymptotic heat flow In both cases a reference depth of 6h00 m has been used to give the elevation. 
Discussion
It has been demonstrated that, for sufficiently large ages, the depth increases less rapidly than predicted by a linear t• dependence. We would like to infer from this flattening of the depthage curve that it is necessary to supply heat from the mantle to the base of the plate. Before doing so, however, it is necessary to discuss possible difficulties that could make this inference uncertain and to provide reasons why these difficulties are unlikely to affect the basic conclusions.
In is the necessary_condition. Assuming the value for • of 7 x 10 -3 cm s-, the right hand side of (37) can be calculated for different spreading rates, as in Table 7 , where the equivalent age 
